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Mt. Rigi and its railway

At the beginning of the 18th century, tourists began to discover the Alpine region. Mt. Rigi, due to its central location, soon became one of the most preferred excursion mountains. In those early times, visitors had to climb it on foot and later, those who could afford it were carried up in sedan chairs or on horses. By 1720, between twelve and seventeen thousand people visited Mt. Rigi annually. 

Mass tourism to Mt. Rigi properly started in the 19th century. In 1871 Europe’s first ever mountain railway was inaugurated here, and today Mt. Rigi is still one of the most frequented mountains in Switzerland. It is situated in the very heart of Switzerland and the stations at its foot can be reached easily and quickly from all over Switzerland and from the neighbouring countries by train, coach, car or boat. The cogwheel railways from Goldau and Vitznau and the cablecar from Weggis operate 365 days per year and take their passengers safely and comfortably to a paradise of recreation and natural adventure. Mt. Rigi is getting increasingly known in overseas countries these days. In the 18th and 19th centuries, the excursionists mainly were Swiss European, whereas today, groups and individual guests from all over the world visit Mt. Rigi and let themselves be enchanted by its Alpine scenery and breathtaking panoramic views.

Mt. Rigi railways possess the world’s largest stock of nostalgic engines and carriages, e.g. saloon coaches from the period of the belle epoque, steam engines and the world’s oldest electric cogwheel motorcoach still in use. These vintage vehicles are operating regularly on scheduled public trains, as well as on demand for festive events.There’s also a great choice of eventful activity programmes like tobogganing or skiing at night on illuminated slopes, public steam trains, extra trains to the famous Mt. Rigi sunrise or dinner in the cable car, which can be converted into a restaurant in the air. Furthermore, Mt. Rigi offers numerous facilites and possibilities for sports and relaxation in an area of approximately 90 square kilometres. It is a car-free zone, and the panoramic view of the Alps, of romantic Lake Lucerne and as far as the French and German border is simply overwhelming. 

Mt. Rigi in Summer – A paradise for hikers
The holiday destination Weggis – Vitznau – Rigi features more than 150 kilometres of well maintained hiking and walking paths. Two thirds of them are situated on Mt. Rigi. Hikers and nature lovers will enjoy a fantastic panoramic view over central Switzerland and over the Alpine range. Furthermore there are covered barbeque and picnic areas, children’s playgrounds, Switzerland’s highest altitude trampoline park and many hotels and restaurants with outdoor sun terraces. 

Mt. Rigi in Winter – Sports and fun in the snow since 1906

Mt. Rigi is well worth a visit in wintertime, for it has 35 kilometres of well prepared winter hiking paths and 15 hotels and restaurants high above the wintery sea of mist. Amateurs of winter sports, snow shoe hikers, walkers and sun-worshippers… they all appreciate the fact, that Mt. Rigi can be reached quickly and easily. The necessary equipment such as sledges, toboggans, airboards, snow shoes, and nordic walking sticks are available at the rental centre at the top of the mountain. Unspoilt winter joys are guaranteed!

Mt. Rigi and steam – a great nostalgic adventure 

Most mountain railways have long ago taken out of service their ancient rolling stock. But Mt. Rigi railways looks after their nostalgic vehicles and lavishes great care and attention on them. So, steam engines still puff up the mountain nowadays, panting eagerly and consuming 500 kilograms of coal and 2'200 litres of water each time they make their way up to the summit. 

Feel the power of the engine. Smell the steam. Admire the shining metal and the glowing sparks escaping from the chimney. You will be fascinated by the perfect functioning of the powerful mechanism. Such a ride on a steam train makes a great romantic adventure and an unforgettable experience. Travel with us the way our great-grandparents did! Our showpieces are waiting to go full steam ahead. 
Mt. Rigi and its name - Queen, line or streak

In his description of Switzerland (published in 1497), the eminent humanist Albrecht von Bonstetten (1442-1504) referred to the "Mons Regina" and its description by the local population as the  „Queen of the Mountains“. A further reference to the mountain was found in a 1561 copy of a document dating from 1360 with the words "the highest extent Riginun".

The first person to explain Mt. Rigi’s name ethymologically was Renward Cysat (1545-1614). He was the town clerk of Lucerne and in his chronicle, he wrote of the „Reginam Montium“ and of the "Rigam" referred to by the rural population. According to Cysat, both names originate from the Latin or the Italian "Riga" - meaning line or streak in the rocks. This has been confirmed by modern research as a reference to the clearly visible rock ledges on the northern and western sides of the summit. 

The construction of the Mt. Rigi railway – A technical masterpiece
Aware of the scenic location of Mt. Rigi, and driven by his pioneering spirit, Swiss engineer Niklaus Riggenbach masterminded the construction of the Vitznau-Rigi Railway in the mid-19th century. In his own words: "I want to take everyone up into the mountains, so they can all enjoy the beauty of our glorious country". Riggenbach's invention, which would guide trains up steep climbs by means of cogwheels and toothed racks, was patented in France in 1863.

Together with fellow engineers Olivier Zschokke and Adolf  Naef he submitted an application to the canton of Lucerne for permission to build the Vitznau-Rigi Railway. When it became known that a similar railway was already in operation in the United States, the Council of Lucerne granted the concession on June 9th 1869. The initiating committee founded a limited liability company and offered 1’250 shares, which were already greatly over-subscribed on the first day of issue. The construction of the railway began in September 1869. On Riggenbach's birthday on May 21st 1870, locomotive No. 1, called the "Stadt Luzern" made its first 300-metre trial run. One year later, on May 21st 1871, Europe’s first ever mountain railway was officially opened. Riggenbach himself drove the festive train to the heights of Mt. Rigi, as far as the terminus station Rigi Staffelhöhe (cantonal boundary between Lucerne and Schwyz). The rail installation, buildings and rolling stock cost CHF 1’250 million. It had been anticipated that 50’000 passengers would use the Vitznau-Rigi Railway annually. But during the first year of operation the figure totalled more than 60,000, and in 1874 the 100’000 mark was passed for the first time. With the opening of the Arth-Rigi Railway in 1875 these figures declined for a few years, but by 1886 they had again increased to 102’021.

The merger of the two mountain railways – Lean management

The first courageous steps towards the merger of the two cogwheel railways from Vitznau and Goldau were taken shortly before 1980. The marketing departments were consolidated in 1988 and so were the technical departments shortly after. The initial idea was to keep the two railway companies independent, but to run them with one common management. A detailed analysis, however, lead to the decision, that the two companies should be merged into a single new one limited by shares. The merger was implemented at the shareholder’s meetings of May 26th 1992 (Goldau) and of  May 27th 1992 (Vitznau). It was declared to be effective retrospectively from January 1st 1992. The company’s legal seat is in Goldau, canton of Schwyz, and the executive management operates in Vitznau, canton of Luzern. 
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